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In the Painter of the Summer 1742, there feem’d to be 
Wiel, fome Abatement of the Livelinefs of People’ s Affe*tions in 
aye Religion : But yet many were often in a great Height of 
Bui them. And in the Fall and Winter following there were at 


‘© We alfo promife, with great Watchfulnefs, to perform 
Relative Duties, required by Chriftian Rules,in theF mi- 
lies we belong to; as we ftand related refpectively, to- 
wards Parents and Children, Hu/fbands and Wives, Brothers 
and Sifters, Majfters or Miftreffes and Servants. 

*¢ And we now appear before GOD, depending on divine 
Grace and Affifiance, folemnly to devote our whole Liv eS, 
to be laborivufly fpent in the Bufinefs of Religion: ever 
making it our greateft Bufinefs, without backfliding from 
fuch a Way of living ; not hearkening to theSolicitati ons 
of our Sloth, and other corrupt Inclinations,or the Temp- 
tations of the World, that tend to draw us off from it ; 
and particularly, that we will not abufe an Hope. or Opi- 
nion that any of us may have of our being interefted in 
CuRrisT, to indulge our felves in'Sloth,or the more eatily 
to yield to the Solicitations of any finful Inciinations ; but 
will run with Perfeverance, the Race that is fet betore us, 
and work out.our ownSalvation with Fear and Trembling. 

«¢ And becaufe we are fenfible that the keeping thefe fo- 
lemn Vows may hereafter, in many Cafes, be very con- 
trary to our corrupt Inclinations,and carnal Interetts ; we 
do now therefore appear before Gop, to make a Surien- 
der of all to him, and to make a Sacrifice of every carnal 
Inclination, and Intereft to the great Bufinefs of Religion, 
and the Intereft of our Souls. 

*¢ And being fenfible of our own Weaknefs, and the De- 
ceitfulnefs of our own Hearts, and our Pronenefs to forget 
our moft folemn Vows, and loofe our Refolutions ; we 
promife to be often /tri*tly examining our [elves by the fe Pro- 
mifes, efpecially before the Sacrament of the Lory’ sSupper 5 
and beg of Goo that he would, for Curis'r’s Sake, keep 
us from wickedly difiembling in thefe our folemn Vows ; 
and that he _who fearches our Hearts, and ponders the 
Path of our Feet, would from Time to Time help us in 
trying our felves by THIs CovVENANT, and help us to 
keep Covenant withhim, and not leave us to our own 
foolifh wicked and treacherous Hearts. 


Times 
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Times extraordinary Appearances. But in the General Peo- 
ple’s Engageunefs in Religion and the Livelinefs of their Af- 
fe: ions have been on the Decline: and fome of the young 
People efpecially, have fhamefully loft their Livelinefs and 
Vigour in Religion, and much of the Serioufnefs & Solemnity 
of their Spirits. But there are many that walk as becometh 
Saints ; and to this Day, there are a confiderableNumber in 
the Town that feem to be near toGon, and maintain much 
of theLife of Religion,and enjoy many of the fentibleTokens 
and Fruits of his gracious Prefence. 

With Refpect to the Jate Seafon of Revival of Religion 
amongft us, for three or fur Years palt; it has been obfer- 
vable, that in the former Part of it. in the-Years 1740, and 
1741, the Work feem’d to be much more pure, having lefs 
of a corrupt Mixture, than in the former great Out-pouring 
of the Spirit in 1735, and 1736. Perfons feem’d to be fen- 
fible ef their former Errors, and had learnt more of their own 
Hearts, a idExperience had taught them more of the Tenden- 
cy and Confequences of Things : They were now better 
guarded, and their Affections were not only greater, but at- 
ten ‘ed with greater Solemnity, and greater Humility andSelf- 
Difiruft, and greater Engagedne/s after holy Living and Per fe- 
verance ; and there were fewer Errors in Conduct. But in 
the |«:tor Part of it,in the Year 1742, it was otherwife : The 
Work continued more pure ’till we were infeded from 
abroad : our People hearing, and fome of them feeing the 
Work in other Places, where there was a greater vilible Com- 
motion then here, and the outward Appearances were more 
extraordinary ; were ready to think that the Work in thofe 
Places far excell’d what was amongft us; and their Eyes 
were dazled with the highProfeffion and greatShew that fome 
made who came hither from other Places. 

That thofe People went fo far beyond them in Raptures 
and violent Emotions of the Affeétions, and a vehement 
Zeal, and what they called Boldnefs for CHRist ; our Peo- 
ple were ready to think was owing to their far greater At- 
t.inments inGrace,and Intimacy withHeaven: They look’d 
little in their own Eyes in Comparifon of them, and were 
ready to fubmit themfelves to ’em, and yield themfelves up 
to their Conduct, taking it for granted that every Thing was 
right that they faid and did. Thefe Things had a ftrange In- 
fluence on the People, and gave many of them a deep and 
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unhappy Tin@ure, that it was a hard and long Labour to de- 
liver ’em from, and which fome of them are not fully deli- 
vered from to this Day. 

The Effects and Con/fequences of Things amongft us plainly 
fhews the following Things, viz. That the Degree of Grace 
is by no Means to be judged of by the Degree of ‘Joy, or the 
Degree of Zeal; and that indeed we can’t at all determine 
by thefe Things, who are gracious and who are not ; and 
that it is not the Degree of religious Affecétions, but the 
Nature of them that is chiefly to be looked at.  Seme that 
have had very great Raptures of Joy, and have been extra- 
ordinarily fill’d, (as the vulgar Phrafe is) and have had their 
Bodies overcome, and that very often, have manifefted far 
lefs of the Temper of Chriftians, in their Condu& fince,than 
fone others that have been ftill, and have made no great 
outward Show. But then again there are many others, that 
have had extraordinary Joys and Emotions of Mind, with 
frequent great Effeéts on their Bodies, that behave them- 
felves ftedfaftly, as humble, amiable, eminent Chriftians. 

*T is evident that there may be great religious Affcétions, 
that may in Shew and Appearance imitate gracious Affec- 
tions, and have the fame Effeéts on their Bodies, but are far 
from having the fame Effet in the Temper of their Minds, 
and Courfe of their Lives. And likewife there is nothing 
more manifeft by what appears amongft us, than that the 
Goodnefs of Perfons State is not chiefly to be judged of by 
anv exactnefs of Steps, and Method of Experiences, in what 
is fuppofed to be the firft Converfion ; but that we muft 


judze more by the Spirit that breathes, the Efe wrought 


on the Temper of the Seul, in the Time of the Work, and 
remaining ofterwards. Tho’ there have been very few In- 
ftances among Profeifors amongft us, of what ts ordinarily 
called fcandalons Sin, known to me; yet the Temper that 
fome of them fhew, and the Behaviour they have been of, 
together with fome Things in the Kind and Circumftances of 
their Experiences, make me much afraid leaft there be a 
confiderable Number that have wofully deceived themfelves, 
Tho’ on the other Hand, there is a great Number whofe 
Temper and Converfation is fuch as juftly confirms theCha- 
rity of others towards them ; and not a few in whofe Difpo- 
fition and Walk, there ave amiahie Appearances of eminent 
Grace. And notwithitandiny all the corrupt aie 

ave 
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have been in the late Work here ;_ there are not only many 
bleffed Fruits of it in particular Perfons, that yet remain, but 
fome good Effeéts of it upon the Town im general. A Party- 
Spirit has more ceafed : 1 fuppofe there has been lefs Appea- 
rance thefe three or fcur Years paff, of that Divifion of the 
Town into two Parties, that has long been our Bane, than 
has been thefe thirty Years ; and the People have apparently 
had much more Caution, and a greater Guard on their Spirit, 
and their Tonzues, to avoid Contention and unchriftianHeats, 
in Town-Meetings and on other Occafions. And ’tis a 
Thing greatly to be rejoyced in, that the People very lately 
have come to an Agreement and final Iffue, with Refpe& to 
their grand Controverty, relating to their Common Lands ; 
which has been above any other particular Thing, aSource of 
mutual Prejudices, Jealoufies, and Debates, for fifteen or 
fixteen Years paft. The People are alfo generally of late in 
fomeRefpeéts confiderably alter’d and meliorated in theirNo- 
tions of Religion : particularly they feem to be much more 
fenfible of the Danger of refting in eld Experiences, or what 
they were Subjeéts of at their fuppofed firft Converfion ; and 
to be more fully convinced of the Neceffity of forgetting the 
Things that are behind, and prejJing forward, and maintain- 
ing carne/t Labour, Watchfuine/s ana Preyerfulnefs as long as 
they live. 
NorTHAMPTON, Decemb. 
12. 1743: 





Account of the Rev. Mr. Hare of Newsury, 45 fent 
to the Prefs by the Rev. Mr. WicGLEswoats of 
Ipswicu. 


Byfield in Newbury, January 1%. 1743: 


N Friday Night laf died, and this Day was attended to 

his Grave, the Rev. Mr. Moses HAte, our Paftor ; 

after having /abour’d among us in theWord andDoétrine about 

orty one dears, and fuftained the Paftoral Relation to this 

Shurch thirty feven Years, himfelf being in the /ixty jxth Year 
of his dze. 

During which Term he has been an orthodox and lively 

Picacher of the great Truths of Religion, and a Soldier of 

CHRIsT, 
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Curist, the Veapons of whofe Warfare have been mighty by 
GOD to the pulling down of Satan’s firong Holds: an Am- 
baffador for CHR1is't, who hath not only prevailed with many 
ot his Hearers to be reconciled unto GOD; but hath been 
many Times fuccefsful in perfwading them to be at Peace 
one with another. 

His natural Temper had fomething of Quicknefs in it ; but 
then his fecond Thoughts and Expreflions ufually were fuch, 
as difcovered much of a Spirit of Meeknefs & Forgivenefs. 

He readily acknowledged the Agency of the Sp1r1t of Gop 
in the /ate religious Motions, biefled Gop for them as his 
gracious Work, and fet himfelf ftrenuoufly to promote it : 
And tho’ he faw Caufe to bearTe/finrony again /omeE xce/fes, 
wherewith he apprehended the Devil was ftriving to blacken 
the beautiful Scene 5 vet he continued to the laft in his Opi- 
nion, that it had been a Day of Curist’s Power. 

Since his Seizure by the Diftempers that have prov’d mor- 
tal to him (which were the d//hma and Drop/y) he often ex- 


' prels’d his fteady Adherence to, and Reliance on that SAVI- 


OUR, to whom he had committed his eternal Concerns ; 
but withal his longing after further Manifeftations of his 
Love ; and this hisDe‘.re was granted: for it was obtervable, 
that the nearer the Enemy approach’d him,the more intrepid 
he crew ; and in fome ot his laft Words, he declar’d him- 
{.f to be full of the Spirit of Confolarion. 

A greatMalricude,from this and the neighbouringParifhes, 
did him Funeral Honour ; and his grateful Flock handfomely 
contributed to the Charges of it. 

* He has left behind him a forrowful Widow, with fix Chil- 


von, viz. two Sons and four Daughiers : May Gop eftab- 
jifh his Covenant with them. 


—_ 
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Rev:val of Religion at PortsMouTH the chief Town 
in the Province of New-Hampsuire in New-Exc- 
Lanp, about fixty four Miles North North Faftward 
of Boston : Jn-a Letter from the kev Mr.WittiamM 
SuuaTwerF, Pa/ftor of the 2dChurch inPortTSMOUTH, 
to the late Rev. Mr. Coover. 
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To the Reverend Mr. Witt1Am Cooper. 
Port{mouth,in New-Hampfhire, ‘June 1. 1743- 
Rev. and dear Sir, 
AS it has pleafed a fovereign Gon in the late Revival of 
Region, highly to favour us, in this Part of the Land, 
and to make us Sharers in thofe heavenly Showers, with 
which he has been watering the/: northern Colonies ; I have 
been fometimes ready to “queftion, whether it would not 
difcover want of Gratitude to the free and bountiful Difpen- 
fer of thefe rich, and invaluable B'effings, and fo be aftron- 
tive tohim, as well as offend the Generation of Gop’s Chil- 
dren, not to publifh with the Voice’of Trank{eiving, and tell 
of bis wondrous Works. 
But partly from too great a Backwardnefs to enter upon 
a Bufinefs of this Nature, and partly becaufe of having fo 
much other Work conftantly upon my Hands, I have neg- 
lected it as yet: And now I feel fuch a prevailing Fear of 
overdoing, that I am fentible I thall fall under Centure as err- 
ing on the other Hand by fome that are well acquainted with 
our State : But the following drief and general Account {uch 
as itis, you may Communicate to whom yow pleafe; and 
if you have nota more particular and compleat Narrative 
from fome other Hand, and think the making this publick 
will be of the leatt Service to the Caufe and Kingdom of our 
dear REDEEMER; don’t Jet the Reproach it may upon one 
Account or other bring upon me, be any Obftruction to it. 
You are doubtlefs in fome Meafure acquainted with the 
Character, which the People of this Town have heretofore 
generally fuftained. They have I think been remark’d by 
Strangers for their Politenefs in Drefs and Behaviour ; have 
been thought to go beyond moft others in equal Circumétan- 
ces, if not to exceed themfelves, in their fumptuous and 
elegantLiving,and Things of alike Nature : and while they 
have been juftly in Repute for their generous and hofpitable 
Difpofition, and for many focial Vertues ; Diverfions of 
various Kinds have been much in Fafhion, and the Vices 
that have been ufual inSea-Port and trading Places,have been 
common and prevalent among us. We have I truft never 
been without a Number of fincere and ferious Chriftians : 
but even thefe wife Virgins have flumber'’d and flept ; and as 
to the generally of Profe frs, they have feem’d for a great 
while to content themfelves with an empty Form, and there 
has been but little of the Life andPower of Religion to be feen. 
Indeed 
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Indeed the great Earthquake in the Year 1727, that put 
the whole Country into fuch a Surprize, was a Means of 
awakening a great many here: and as to fome, there is Rea- 
fon to think the Impreffions have remain’d ; but as to the 
bigger Part, it was not long before they evidently wore off, 
and before they fell into their former fleepy and feeure State 5 
and this has been generally the Cafe till of late. 

Mr. WHITEFIELD’s coming among us, and alfo Mr. 
TENNENT’S,was | am perf{waded blefs’d of Gop ; and their 
Preaching made inftrumental of putting a great many upon 
fhaking off their heavy Slumbers: and how reproachtully 
foever any may fpeak of them, and their Jtinerancy 5 | mutt 
needs look upon their Travelling this Way as a favourable 
Providence, and that for which we owe abundant Thank/giv- 
ings to the Gop of all Grace. 

As there had been for fome Time a growing Concern a- 
mong us, as to Things of a religious Nature, and a remar- 
kable Work of Gop’s Grace going on in many Parts of the 
Land ; the Mfiniffers of this, and fome other of the neih- 
bouring Towns agreed upon obferving a monthly Fas? in out 
refpeftive Congregations, to feck for the hke Blefing. 
When the Solemnity was attended in this Town, which was 
on Wednefday November 25th 1741 ; a8 foon as the 4/fter- 
noon Service was ended, One cried out in a Tranfport of Joy, 
and Orhers difcover’d a great deal of Diftrefs. ‘The People 
did not care to difperfe ; infomuch that there was enother 
Sermon in the Evening ; anda great Number of them, and 
forme of the Minifters with them ftay'd ’till in was late in the 
Place of public Worfhip. The next Day a Sermon was again 
preach’d in Public, and had an wnufual Fficacy upon the 
Hearers. The Day efter we had two, or toree Exerct/es,and 
the Congregation great Part of it continued together ‘ull 
late at Nighe. 

Tuis Faipay was the moft remarkable Day that was 
ever known among us. The whole Congregation feem'd 
deeply affected : And there was /ucha@ genera/Out-cry,in fome 
from a diftreifing Sight of their Sins, and in others trem a 
jovful Senfe of the Love of Curist ; that could not but 
put agreat many in Mind of the Appearing of THE Son oP 
Man, and of the different F vcdirrations that thall be heard 
from the Inhab tants of the World when they fhall (ee Afim 
comang in the Chiuds of Heaven, in Power, ona great Gary. 

(Te be cena wa’. ) 
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